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Meeting report
Taxonomy meeting on Culicoides: towards morphological identification tools for
Palearctic Culicoides species
Strasbourg, France, 17 – 20 March 2009

The taxonomy meeting organized by the Institut de pathologie et de parasitologie tropical de
Strasbourg (IPPTS) was held from 17-20 March 2009 in Strasbourg. The total number of participants
was 27, and 9 gave presentations. Participants came from 17 different institutes representing
13 countries: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, South Africa,
Spain, Switzerland, Tunisia, United-Kingdom.

Meeting and debates were animated by Miguel
Miranda (UIB) as the co-leader of the WP2 of
MedReoNet and received valuable inputs of 2
specialists of the Culicoides taxonomy: JeanClaude Delécolle (IPPTS, on the left) and Rudy
Meiswinkel (CVI, on the right).
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The aim of this meeting was to develop an identification tool to facilitate the morphological
identification of Palearctic Culicoides species, with the specific following objectives:
- to define consensually the taxonomic units (groups, complexes, and sibling species);
- to present the first draft of the identification key (currently on French fauna);
- to discuss and validate the diagnostic characters for the main Palearctic species.
The afternoon of the third day will focus on organization of standardized multicentric insecticide tests.
At the end of the meeting, Miguel Miranda reminded the general and specific objectives and
emphasized that some objectives had been already reached.
As general conclusions, he highlighted:
- the need of linking morphology and molecular taxonomy;
- the agreement about the definition of group and complex terms;
- the need of effective connectivity and reliable sources of information.
Minutes and presentations of the meeting were available at:
http://medreonet.cirad.fr/news/meeting_of_taxonomy_16_20_march_2009.
Finally, a convivial dinner was kindly offered to all participants by the IPPTS (lead by Pr. E. Candolfi)
the Wednesday 18th March, at the Maison Kammerzell closed to the Cathedral.
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